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Blurb for PLT Conference Brochure 
Through the use of graphic organizers and explicit strategies, second graders improve their personal narrative writing.  

Using the BPS second grade narrative rubric, second grade teachers at Winn Brook analyzed their students' writing through the use of 

a prompt "Tell about a memorable experience in school".  The prompt was administered in early fall 2012 and was again administered 

early spring 2013. 

We discovered that an area of need was "organization" of their writing. We decided to research and implement lessons to teach 

planning, hooking the reader, staying on topic and writing effective conclusions.. 

 
Contact Information (Write * next to facilitator’s name.) 

Name School Grade Level or Subject 

Jean Griot-Cross Winn Brook Second Grade 

Meghan McGovern Winn Brook Second Grade 

Robin Morrison* Winn Brook Second Grade 

Nicole Torniero Winn Brook Second Grade 

 
PLT SMART Goal  

 
To improve student performance in the area of narrative writing. 

By the end of this year, we will increase student performance in writing personal narratives. 

 
 
 

 
Key Actions 

 

1.  By November 1st, we will administer a baseline writing prompt to all second graders at Winn Brook School. 

2.  Using a narrative writing rubric developed for second grade, we will score a sampling of writing pieces by 

December 1st and identify specific areas of need. 

3. Using the data collected from scoring the writing pieces, we will identify and select at least three lessons to 

teach to all of the second graders. 

4. We will teach the focus lessons by March 1st, then administer the prompt a second time. 

5. By April 1st, we will have scored the second set of writing samples in order to analyze progress. 

 
 

 
 
 
 



Findings  

 
After scoring the writing pieces in the fall, we decided that our students would benefit from targeted lessons in the 
trait of Organization.   
Our scoring was done using the Belmont Public Schools narrative writing rubric for grade two.  

 We examined graphic organizers and decided on some to use with our students. 
 

 We created and implemented Smart Notebook lessons teaching students to respond to the prompt and to 
sequence their stories. 

 

  We looked carefully at various student-friendly rubrics for narrative writing and created one to use with our 
second grade students. We realized that some rubrics gave credit for starting a narrative with a “hook”/clear 
beginning and that ours did not. 
We will recommend a change in the district rubric to Jaynene Dellitt-Young. 
 

 We created a bibliography of mentor texts that we have used for lessons targeting this trait. 
 

 Percentage: We analyzed the data from the scored writing pieces Fall/Spring and saw growth in each area. We 
created pie charts to illustrate the student percentage change in: below grade level, approaching grade level, 
grade level, and above grade level. 

 

 
Recommendations / Next Steps  

 

 We will further examine the narrative writing rubric for second grade and make recommendations to Jaynene 
Dellitt-Young. 

 We will choose sample student papers to use with future classes to illustrate the strategies  that will benefit 
our student’s organization of narrative writing.  We will choose student writing pieces at various levels. Keeping 
the samples anonymous, these pieces can be used to help students manipulate/sequence the story, as well as 
identify what the topic of the story is in order to teach “sticking to the prompt”. We expect that students will 
respond well to the writing of peers. 
 

 We scored pieces of writing at the beginning of the fall, then again in the spring. We may consider 
administering several different prompts during the year in order to check progress and streamline lessons. 
 

 We will continue to build on our library of lessons and use of mentor texts. We will consider annotating this 
bibliography to offer to colleagues. 
 

 We have collected many of our Smart Notebook lessons into one file. This will be placed in the shared data file 
for second grade writing. Our colleagues will be free to use the tools and adjust the lessons to fit their 
students. 

 
 
 

 


